[Free myocutaneous flap of the latissimus dorsi in cervicofacial surgery].
Free myocutaneous latissimus dorsi transplants are exceptionally used in cervicofacial surgery. The authors have performed an anatomical study of 23 non-embalmed subjects, using injections of neoprene latex and barium sulfate into the axillary artery and dye injections. Dissections, arteriographs and corrosion show that the lower scapular pedicle is constant, with an average length of 9.5 cm and a caliber that is sufficient for vasuclar microsurgery. Eight patients with large T4 cervicocephalic neoplasms were operated, including two with tongue tumors, one with a tumor of the oropharynx, two oromandibular lesions, two lesions of the maxillary sinus and a neuroblastoma involving the middle level of the facial structures. A free myocutaneous latissimus dorsi transplant was used. The transplant was revascularised by neck vessels using microsurgical techniques. Complete success was obtained in all eight patients. Good functional, cosmetic and morphological results were obtained as a rule. In cervicofacial surgery, the authors have thus chosen and used a free myocutaneous latissimus dorsi transplant in three topographic indications: for the oropharynx, to fill large cavities, especially the maxillary sinus, and to fill the middle level of the facial structures and of the base of the skull.